Mississippi artist connects
with Granbury’s past

by PETE KENDALL
Staff Writer
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visited the Granbury gravesite with wife Kay
McWilliams recently:

They're in the process of arranging a one-man
show of the artist’s works, Mmany Civil War-related,
at Granbury City Hall.

The McWilliams OUple’s connection with
Granbury, the general, 1S More than jllustrative. Their
residence, Southern Cedars near Raymond (Miss.),
was the plantation hom&of much of the Granberry
family. Hiram lived neatby. His specific residence no
longer exists.

The speliing of Hird™s last name was changed
after his re-location to T8Xas in 1851, No one knows
why, though Jerry MCWilliamg offers an educated
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Jerry McWilliams' portrait (top) of Hiram Granbury
graces the cover of ‘Lone Star General Hiram B.
Granbury.’ Above, McWilliams’ signature.
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Jerry McWilliams with his portrait of Col. Randal McGavock

Living in Granberry’s past
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! McWilliang ang wife Kay reside at Southern
Cedars, an ]834~Vin#‘ plantation near Raymond,

Miss. It was Originallyin the Granberry family.

because the roof is so high. The walls are vei'y thick.
You can’t talk from one room to the other.
“We have many people come through on tours.
They say they’ve never felt the warmth and friendli-
ness and welcome that they feel in our house. The
finest thing about owning a house like that is shar-
ing it with other people.” : ’

Hiram changeg the

Occasionally,

spelling of his ngpyq |
to Granbury vwhey,
he migrﬂh‘d to ]b\ﬂs
in 1851.

Additionally,
McWilliams painted |
the Granbury por-
trait that graces the
cover of the biogra.
phy “Lone Star
General Hiram B,
Granbury” by
Rebecca Blackwell
Drake and Thomas
D. Holder. Drake
now owns the
painting.

For reasons
personal and profes-
sional, the
McWilliams couple

there are unexpected
reminders of South-

ern Cedars’ past.
The McWilliams
couple discovered
one during remodel-
ing of the ballroom.
“William
Massingill
Granberry fought in
the Battle of
Vicksburg and
Champions Hill. He
came from that
house,” Jerry said.
“Years before, a pack
rat had collected a
bunch of straw
under the house. In
the pile was William
Massingill

made the 8-hour trek
to Granbury re-
cently.

“We went to the
cemetery and saw
Hiram Granbury’s stone,” Kay McWilliams said.

“We knew there Wasa town named after him,”
Jerry McWilliams s2id, “but we’d never been here
before. And we live inthe Granberry home.”

It housed much of uleGranberry family. Hiram, a
frequent visitor, lived fearby. His residence is no
more.

Jerry and Kay reg@Mthemselves as visiting

“You feel like you "e¥er oy, jt,” Jerry said. “You
feel the home just Jet8 Y0u live there. You're a care-
taker of it. Then you m‘along to the next care-
:"e" Hopefully, tha! Hon will take good care of

depicting the siege of Vicksburg

“One time, a man ® wanted to buy the
house, He said, ‘1 w© 4

- ; e to tear it down for the
- Materials.’ ] told him se was not for sale at

 price.”
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t to last. It has, for going
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Jerry McWilliams with ‘Sky Parlor Hill,’ a large oil painting

Granberry’s gold
stick pin with his
initials in script.”

“We also found a
Civil War sword in
the well,” Kay added. “The well was there before
the house. You think how many births, marriages,
illnesses and deaths took place there ... how much
happiness, how much sorrow.”

The Granberrys were slave owners. The slaves
were said to have stayed on after emancipation.

“The Granberry slaves were free to go and never
left,” Jerry said. “One of the nannies stayed there till
she died in her 80s or 90s.”

McWilliams* other Civil War-related paintings
include:

Colonel Randal McGavock: God’s Own Gentle-
man; The Sinking of the USS Cairo, which hangs in
the National Military Park in Vicksburg; Jefferson
Davis and Dog Traveler, which hangs in the
Jefferson Davis Presidential Library in Biloxi; Sky
Parlor Hill, which depicts Vicksburg during the
siege; and Lt. Gen. John R. Pemberton, which
in the Old Courthouse Museum in Vicksburg.

In the McGavock painting, “He’s on his horse
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JERRY McWILLIAMS, ARTIST

Portraits Landscapes Historic Events Restoration
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paintings of historical events and portraits. His interest in art start-
ed early in life and his drawing and painting by age six turned into
a career in pictorials by the age of twenty. Jerry’s fascination with
the “Old Masters™ influenced the style and size of his paintings.
McWilliams. who smdied art both in Chicago and Mississippi,
also studied under Frank L. Atkinson. who created the artwork in
the rotunda of the new State Capitol in Jackson, Mississippi. His
primary works are oil portraits and the recording of 18th and 19th
century historical events. These works include:

The Sinking of the U S.S. Cairo. hangs in the National Military Park
at Vicksburg. MS and is featured on billboards in MS and LA.

Sky Parlor Hill-1863-A large oil depicting the siege of Vicksburg.

Gen. John C. Pemberion, a life-size portrait, hangs in the Old
Courthouse Museum in Vicksburg, and shows his orders to hold
Vicksburg at all costs.

The Old Grist Mill, which hung until recently in the Grand Gulf
Military State Park, Port Gibson, MS.

Jefferson Davis, with his dog, Traveler, at Beauvoir, hangs in the
new Presidential Library at Biloxi, MS.

Except for You-The Love Story of Andrew Jackson and Rachel,
recently completed, is McWilliams' latest work, depicting their
courtship and marriage in 1791, at Springfield Plantation, just out-
side Natchez, MS.

Several of the paintings are shown regularly on the History
Channel. Prints are available of most and have been distributed
nationally. His work also includes the restoration of a religious
painting found in the attic of St. ZEW..u Catholic Church at
Natchez, MS, hidden there in the 1850’s. It is now displayed at the
Carmelite Monastery in Jackson. Other subjects for McWilliams’
work vary from portraits of Dolly Parton, Willie Nelson and
Kenny Rogers to religious paintings. Prints of many of the above
works hang in the r\_.wv.vv_ns_ elcome Centers. Jerry and his
wife, Kay, reside in an ante-bellum home near Raymond, MS

Andrew Jackson

Rachel Donelson
1767-1845

1767-1828

Except for You
The Love Story of Andrew Jackson and Rachel
by
Kay McWilliams

The following is a true and timeless story of history and the
enduring love of two people caught in a world of change and tur-
moil. It happened at a time in our history when our frontier was
rapidly advancing westward into the wilderness, News traveled

slowly, was erratic at best, and had a dramatic effect on the lives
of Andrew and Rachel.

Andrew Jackson, the 7th President of the United States, aka Old
Hickory and The Border Captain, had a humble beginning. The
son of Irish linen weavers, he was orphaned at an early age. He
became a frontiersman of many talents and interests. He raced
horses, his fortunes rising or falling accordingly. He became a
traveling lawyer, judge, landowner, general, senator, dueler,
President of the United States, and last but not least, husband of
Rachel, the only woman he would ever love.

Rachel, a true frontier woman, was influenced her entire life by
the hardships she endured in her early years. She and her family
traversed 2000 miles by riverboat to reach the Nashville area.
Harsh weather, hunger and pain were their constant companions.
Sinking boats and scalping by savages were commonplace. She
was popular, due to her beauty and sweet nature, and married
Capt. Lewis Robards when she was only eighteen years old.
Adored by her mother-in-law, with whom they lived, there began
a three-year off-again, on-again relationship, due to Robard’s
Jealousy. He repeatedly drove her from their home on the slight-
est provocation. No one, except her husband, not even her moth-
er-in-law, ever accused her of any wrongdoing.

Andrew met Rachel, at her mother’s blockhouse just outside
Nashville, where he and others were boarders. Rachel was a
beauty to behold when seated on her spirited horse, dark hair fly-
ing in the wind and full red lips smiling. Her black eyes seemed
to sparkle with hidden secrets. The young men were taken with
her spirit and sweet disposition, Andrew most of all. Robards’
Jjealousy was causing trouble and Andrew Jackson, as usual, was
brandishing his dueling pistols. He moved to other quarters not
wanting to hurt Rachel’s reputation.

One last reconciliation with Robards failed and Rachel prepared
for flight from his constant abuse. Col. John Stark, a friend and
elderly American-born Spanish subject, was planning an 800
mile trip to Natchez by riverboat. Rachel saw a way for escape to
friends in Natchez, Jackson and others were persuaded to go
along for protection from the savage bands of Indians following
along the riverbanks, Rachel was finally ensconced with the
Abner Green family just outside Natchez, Jackson immediately
returned to Nashville and continued his practice of law

Robards had filed for divorce and let it be known that a divorce
had been granted. Jackson went immediately and asked
Rachel’s mother for her hand in marriage. He then returned in
the fall of 1791 and married Rachel at Springfield Plantation.
Just outside Natchez, Mississippi. The newlyweds moved into
a log cabin at Bayou Pierre, overlooking the Mississippi River.
This would be the pinnacle of Rachel’s happiness, but soon
they had to return to Nashville as public life was calling.

The events of 1793 would shatter Rachel’s peace-of-mind for-
ever. Unknowingly, her divorce from Robards had never been
finalized which made her 1791 marriage to Jackson invalid.
When news of the final divorce decree was made public,
friends and family urged them to obtain another license and
hold another marriage ceremony. Andrew Jackson was a man
with an acute sense of honor and would never have hurt Rachel
by marrying her had he known that the divorce was not final.
But, it was too late. A scandal was brewing, one that would
haunt her the remainder of her life. Rachel was forever brand-
ed a “scarlet woman” by Andrew’s political enemies.
Historians believe that the lack of communications in the fron-
tier wilderness was a primary factor in the divorce controver-
sy.

Andrew and Rachel were married thirty-seven years and had a
love for each other that never waived. His political career
careened ahead and he was elected President of the United
States. Rachel, happy for him but always fearful of public life,
was destined to never become First Lady. Failing health and
one final humiliating assault on her character, overheard in a
Nashville hotel, sent her home, to her bed. to her death.

Andrew Jackson was inconsolable as the only woman he ever
loved lay dead, leaving him to lead the nation without her love
and support. He laid his Rachel to rest in her rose garden at
their home, the Hermitage, in Nashville. He left her there in the
quiet, finally at peace, where she had been happy and began the
long lonely years as president without her at his side. For the
remainder of his life, a small porcelain portrait, with a wreath
of their entwined hair, was kept close to his heart. At night, he
would lovingly place the portrait on his bedside table. The first
thing he saw each moming was her beautiful, beloved face.
Historical Credits:

The Life of Andrew Jackson: The Border Captain & Portrait of
Marquis James, and Ladies of the White Howse by Laura Carter Holloway

Prints available call or write:
JERRY McWILLIAMS, ARTIST
Southemn Heritage Productions, Inc.
P.O. Box 97029
Pearl, MS 39288
Phone: 1-877-376-9201

FAX 1-877-376-9204

Also, available 1s a companion
cassette, Except for You, the love
story of Andrew and Rachel,
performed by Paul Ot
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Southe‘Ceddrs, circa 1834, plantation home of Jerry and Kay McWilliams.
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Southern Cedars, architecturally referred to as a Greek Revival Louisiana Planter's Cottage, was built ¢
by Joseph Dennis, a native of Jones County, Georgia. After moving to Hinds County, Joseph married Pl
Granberry, the daughter of Stephen and Elizabeth Granberry of Cedarcrest Plantation. Joseph purchased
Wm!;tely ten miles from Cedarcrest and built Phebe a home identical to Cedarcrest. After Joseph a
moved to Hazelhurst, Southern Cedars became the property of Phebe's brother, Jesse Dykes Granberry.

homes still exist today.
& ¢ features of Southern Cedars are the massive front doors and fourteen-foot ceilings. The hig
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